	
	PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 120

	
	THERKALSEN

	
	               MAP QUIZ # 1 PLACE NAMES

	
	                      (WESTERN HEMISPHERE)

	
	 Learn the following locations on the maps provided and be prepared to                     
demonstrate your knowledge by labeling them on map quiz number one

	
	

	All the United States 
	Review all 50 states and territories

	Canadian Provinces
	10 provinces and three territories combine to make the worlds 2nd largest country by area

	Gulf of Alaska
	The origin of many of the storms arriving at the Pacific Northwest and California

	Aluetian Islands
	Tectonically created island arc in Northern Pacific

	Greenland
	Self governing part of Denmark, home to 60,000 people, 85% covered with ice

	Iceland
	Produced volcanically as part of the "MidAtlantic Ridge," culturally European

	Bering Sea
	Crab fishing and "the deadliest catch," first people in West may have crossed Bering Straight

	Hudson Bay
	Inland salt water sea, Center of Ice Age glaciation

	Lake Superior
	largest of the Great Lakes, largest freshwater lake in the world by surface area

	Lake Ontario
	Only polar ice caps have more fresh water than the Great Lakes, base of Niagara Falls. 

	Lake Michigan
	Only Great Lake entirely within U.S. World's largest freshwater dunes line lakeshore. 

	Lake Erie
	Niagara Falls connecter, warmest and most biologically productive of the Lakes

	Lake Huron
	Longest shoreline of the Great Lakes, 1st Great Lake discovered by explorers

	St. Lawrence River
	Key transpotation waterway connecting Great Lakes to the Atlantic

	British Columbia
	Home to Coastal and Rocky mntns and islands off the coast, largest Canadian Chinese community.

	Alberta
	Rocky mntns, Banff. Rich in natural gas and petroleum resources

	Saskatchewan
	Canadian bread basket

	Manitoba
	Known as the land of 100,000 lakes, lies in the area of Canada known as the Canadian Shield.

	Ontario
	Capital city is Toronto, home to 4 great lakes, Niagara Falls and 250,000 other lakes

	Quebec
	Largest province, French-speaking, over one million lakes/waterways, lots of dairy & maple sugar

	Northwest territory
	Half population are aboriginal, first Inuit may have crossed the Bering Strait  5,000 years ago.

	Anchorage
	Largest... 1. U.S. state, 2. mntn (Mt. Mckinley) 3. Earthquake in N. America -9.2- (in 1964)   

	Sacramento River
	CA's largest river system, much is dammed and brought South

	San Joaquin River
	Key river in CA's "water wars," supplies some of San Diego's water

	Colorado River
	Water for 25+ million people, S. D.'s largest source , Rocky mntn snowmelt runs 1,400 mi to gulf of CA 

	Rio Grande River
	U.S.-Mexico border, international water, waded by many

	Mississippi River
	Longest and largest river in North America, 4th in world, drains 40% of US, important transporter

	Missouri River
	Flows into Mississippi, drainage area is 529,350 square miles, one-sixth of the entire U. S. 

	New York City
	first capital of the U.S., first railway, largest U.S. city, important internationally

	Washington D.C.
	U.S. capital, blighted downtown, on Potomoc river

	Appalachian Mntns
	Oldest mntn, produced 1/2 BILLION years ago when Pangea formed, home of Smokeys

	Rocky Mountains
	From Alaska to New Mexico, formed over last 100+million years along with all western mntns

	Sierra Nevadas
	Highest mtn in coniguous U.S. (Mt. Whitney), uplift continues, important snowmelt, fun

	Cascade Mountains
	Volcanic arc including Lassen, Shasta, Hood, St. Helens, Rainer, Baker

	Cali's Central Valley
	400 miles of irrigated agriculture provides 1/4 of Americas food

	Salton Sea
	Accidentally created in the Salton Sink, old resort, today death trap of pollution

	Great Plains
	Flat grasslands, wheat/cattle farms, fertile soil deposited by glaciers 10,000+ years ago

	Gulf of California
	Produced as part of San Andreas fault, home of the Giant squid

	Gulf of Mexico
	Warm water provides "fuel" (vapor) for tornados and hurricanes East of Rockies

	Cuba
	Largest of West Indies, poor U.S. relations, home of Guantanamo base

	Jamaica
	Home of Bob Marley, crearted as part of subduction related "isalnd arc" like all West Indies

	Haiti
	Mostly uninhabitable rough terrain, poorest country in Western Hemisphere

	Dominican Republic
	Shares island of Hispaniola with previous, home to Caribbeans highest mtntn & biggest lake

	Puerto Rico
	Self-governing commonwealth of U.S., U.S. citizens without voting, many mountains

	Bahamas
	Much of rock was produced organically as coral reefs, 700 islands, of which 40 are populated.

	Caribbean Sea
	"arm of Atlantic," more than 6,000 f.t. deep, major shipping route

	Yucatan Peninsula
	Location of Mayan pyramids,coralline limestone tableland with average elevation below 500ft

	Cabo San Lucas
	Tip of Baja, favorite of old time pirates, home to many gringos

	Mexico City
	Largest city in the world, super densely populated built on Tenochtitlán (Aztecs), terrible air quality

	Guatemala
	Most populous nation in Central America, mountainous, home of Rigoberto Menchu

	El Salvador
	Most densely populated nation, smallest country in Western Hemipshere

	Honduras
	Very mountainous, biological hotspot like other Central American nations

	Nicaragua
	Central America’s largest country, many volcanic lakes and islands

	Costa Rica
	"rich coast," protects over 25% of its national territory for nature reserves, salsa bravo wave

	Panama
	Land bridge connecting North and South America, awesomely painted public buses

	Panama Canal
	Control recently handed over to Panama from US, super important for shipping

	Belize
	English speaking, recently gained independence

	Brazil
	Portugese speaking, conatins 1/2 population of South America, Amazon rainforrest/river

	Uruguay
	one of the highest grades of literacy in Latin America 97%, name="river  of the painted birds”

	Argentina
	Fertile Pampas grassland good for agriculture and livestock

	Falkland Islands
	battled over by Argentina and the UK, possible substantial oil reserves offshore

	Chile
	Long and narrow, Andes mntns border, some of the highest volcanos, super dry desert (Atacama)

	Ecuador
	Spanish for equator, home of Darwin's Galapagos Islands, 

	Peru
	Home of Incan mountain city Maccu Piccu, Andes and Atacama

	Bolivia
	Heart of South America, manily indigenous population, coca chewers

	Paraguay
	The world's largest freshwater wetland (Pantanal), landlocked

	Venezuela
	Giant oil reserves, founding member of OPEC, home to Hugo Chavez

	Columbia
	Major drug producer, home to Pablo Escabat and FARC

	Guyana
	Large number of rivers, waterways, waterfalls and rapids

	Suriname
	80% covered with tropical rainforest, gained independence from Netherlands in 1975

	Galapagos Isles
	Province of Ecuador, many endemic species some of which furthered Darwin's "evolution"

	French Guiana
	French overseas department, mostly an unsettled wilderness

	Amazon River
	Competes with Nile for "Worlds Greatest River," flows in one day what Colorado R does per year

	Yucatan Peninsula
	Home to crater of asteroid thought to have caused extinction of dinosaurs

	Atacama desert
	Driest desert in the world, 50X drier than death valley created by the rain shadow of the Andes

	Lake Titicaca
	12,507 ft above sea level making it the highest commercially navigable lake in the world

	Andes Mountains
	5500 miles long, second in size and elevation to Himilayas, tons of Volcanos

	Tropic of Cancer
	23.5°North latitude, furthest northern point of suns declination

	Tropic of Capricorn
	23.5°North latitude, furthest southern point of suns declination

	Arctic Circle
	66.5° North, moving further from equator experiences 24 hours of sunlight and night

	Antarctic Cirlce
	66.5° South, moving further from equator experiences 24 hours of sunlight and night

	MidAtlantic Ridge
	These of Earth's 2 major Midocean Ridges from which "sea floor" spreading…

	East Pacific Rise
	occurs, these are the driving forces and evidence for the theory of plate tectonics

	Hawaiian Islands
	Home to Paradise, Hula Skirts, Jaws and Pipeline, created by the Hot Spot theory

	Australia
	Smallest continent, mostly arid desert, walkabouts, Crocadile Dundee, Aborigines

	Great Victorian desert
	Covers an area of about 250,000 square miles

	New Zealand
	Home of Kiwis and sheep, part of Zealandia, a continent that is 93% submerged

	Great Barrier Reef
	Longest reef in the world, amazing, sufering because of pollution, tourism and climate change

	Antarctica
	Large land mass buried under a vast ice cap,  not claimed by any single country

	Pacific Ocean
	Largest of the Earth's oceanic divisions, covers about 32% of total earth surface area

	Atlantic Ocean
	On average, the saltiest of the world's major oceans and the youngest

	Arctic Ocean
	Smallest ocean, largely covered in ice

	Indian Ocean
	Location of recent devestating earthquake which caused a tsunami

	Southern Ocean
	AKA Antarctic ocean, hotly debated very cold ocean around the south pole

	San Diego
	Americas finest city, naval importance, my home

	Los Angeles
	busiest port in USA, terrible traffic/pollution, lack of water!

	San Francisco
	born by the gold rush, Angles island=Ellis Island of west

	Sacremento
	became the California State Capital in 1854.

	Mt. Whitney
	Highest mtn in coniguous U.S. at 14,495 ft
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